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S mall Gr oup C alen d ar

Pr aye r R eq ue sts

Nothing builds community like eating and drinking together.
At the first meeting, the host will provide the goodies. On
following sessions the group should share this responsibility.
You may also find that it builds ownership in the group to share
other responsibilities. For instance, you may wish to change
hosts or facilitators during your time together. The chart below
will help you keep track of these responsibilities and should be
completed on your first session together.

Jot down each other’s requests for prayer. And make a
commitment to pray for the members of your group every day.

Date

Lesson

Location

Facilitator
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Date

Person

Prayer Request

Snack Provider
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Answered Prayers

Usi ng This G ui d e

The Bible says “encourage one another and build each other
up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). When Christians meet together in
their homes and study God’s Word and His work we find out just
how powerful it can be to follow that Scriptural command. This
study is also built around the mission of our church to “make
more and better disciples by sharing Jesus’ love.” We believe
that a great commitment to the Great Commission and the Great
Commandment will grow a great church! The format of each
session is as follows:
The Bible tells us “in Christ we who are many
form one body, and each member belongs to all
the others” (Romans 12:5). Disciples of Christ
Warm Up
connect with Christ, the head of the church, but
we must also connect with each other.
In this section we break the ice and transition from “small talk” to
“God talk.” In our conversations we get to know each other
better and increase our sense of “belonging” to each other.

Making Better
Disciples

Making More
Disciples

Usi ng This G ui d e co nti nue d

Sharing
Jesus’ Love

Prayer

Here we put legs on our faith. We’ll talk about
ways your group can follow the “great
commandment” of Christ to love one another.
We’ll find practical ways of sharing Jesus’ love
among the members of your group, your church,
your community and your world.
The Bible says “…confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other” (James 5:16).
Here, we’ll spend time talking with God. We’ll
be honest with each other and share our hurts
and fears and the question we still have, and
bring them to God.

The Bible instructs Christian disciples to “grow
up into… Christ” (Ephesians 4:15). As we
watch these weekly movie scenes and connect
them with Bible passages, we pray that the Holy
Spirit will help us become “better” at seeing and
claiming the great truths of the Word of God.
The “Great Commission” Christ gave to the
Church was the command to “make disciples of
all nations.” In this section we will consider
how the Questions We Ask God can actually be
used to draw people closer to Jesus.
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Notes for Hosts

Int ro d uc tio n

Thank you for agreeing to help make more and better disciples
for Christ in this small group setting. Our good God promises
“where two or three are gathered, there am I in the midst of
them.” Hold God to His promise as you open His word and meet
with His people. God will be with you. As you prepare to
facilitate your group, here are a few helpful tips to keep in mind.

Bruce Almighty is a 2003 comedy directed by Tom Shadyac
and starring Jim Carrey, Morgan Freeman, and Jennifer Aniston.
It follows Bruce Nolan, an ambitious and egocentric TV reporter
who has a chip on his shoulder for God. Life isn’t going the way
he would like to see it go for Him, so he very quickly blames God
for the things that go wrong in his life.
After one particularly angry moment Bruce calls God out and
accuses Him of doing a lousy job. He rages at God, saying “The
gloves are off pal!” and “Smite me O mighty Smiter!” In the
middle of his rant, God pages Bruce and tries to get his attention,
finally drawing him to His “office” for a new job – His job. “You
think you can do it better, so here’s your chance”, he says. God
gives Bruce all His powers and lets him have a try at being God.
The ride that follows gives us surprising opportunities from a
Hollywood film to discuss issues like suffering in the world;
spiritual gifts; God’s answers to prayer; God’s omniscience and
omnipotence vs. the limits He puts on Himself in love. Many of
the Questions We Ask God are laid out very creatively for our
discussion.
Bruce Almighty surprised the critics by taking in over $242
million in theaters in the United States and $484 million
worldwide, breaking records as the highest-grossing live action
comedy ever to that point.

1. Before the first class session, watch the entire “Bruce
Almighty” movie.
2. Before each session watch again the scenes from the movie
that will be shown that day.
3. Before each session become familiar with the questions and
scriptures presented in the session. Don’t worry if you don’t
have time to cover them all.
4. It may be helpful to listen to Pastor J’s sermon on the question
of the week on our Grace website: www.gracecoopersville.org
5. Generally follow the time guidelines indicated for the various
parts of each lesson. However, be free to follow the need of
the group to stay with a certain topic.
6. Make a commitment to start and end each session at an agreed
upon time to honor each other’s schedules. These materials
are designed for approximately 1½ hours.
7. Don’t try to “know it all.” If you don’t have an answer, admit
it. Promise to search for the answer later and follow through,
perhaps asking your pastor and/or doing research in Bible
commentaries and the internet. Understand that sometimes
there are no clear answers to all our questions.
8. When you ask a discussion question, be patient. Don’t
answer it yourself. Let the group think it over for a minute or
two. If you give it time, the discussion will get started.
9. Ask for God’s help in your preparation and for your group.
Make sure to open and close your meetings in prayer. Offer
the opportunity as you close the meeting for others in the
group to pray out loud if they are comfortable doing so.

9

Rated PG-13
Bruce Almighty is rated PG-13 and contains some profanity,
crudeness and sexual behavior that might not be appropriate for
children under 13. If you are using an unedited version of the
film, this guide will suggest at some points that some scenes not
be shown to your group.
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Ses sion 1 - Go d, Why Do Yo u H ate Me ?

Ses sion 1 - Go d, Why Do Yo u H ate Me ?

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8 NIV)

Why do you think Bruce is ready to accuse God over such a small
thing as having to wear a hairnet?

Describe one of the more embarrassing
moments in your life that you are willing to share
with the group. What, if anything, did you learn
from that experience?

If God were to ask Bruce the same question (Why do you hate
me?) what do you think Bruce would say? Is Luke 16:13
applicable here? John 7:7?

Warm Up
10 minutes

If you could have your wish, what would be
your ideal job and why?

Watch Scenes 1-4 of the movie Bruce
Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.
Making Better
(Scene four ends with Bruce learning that Evan
Disciples
has been given the anchor job instead of him.
Bruce has an absolute meltdown on air, saying
45 Minutes
that the bedrock of his life is ERODING.)
____________________________________________________

Scene 1 cont.
Bruce shows his “world’s largest cookie” spot
to Grace and she likes it, but he thinks its too
goofy. Grace responds:
“There’s nothing
wrong with making people laugh.”
This is the first in a series of affirmations on
Bruce’s gift for making people laugh.

Why do you think Bruce isn’t satisfied with his gift for making
people laugh?

____________________________________________________

Are you satisfied with the gifts God has given you?

____________________________________________________

What does Romans 12:6 tell us about how we should handle our
spiritual gifts?
How might a true appreciation of that verse have changed Bruce
without the need for God to appear to him directly? How might it
change us?

____________________________________________________
Scene 1. Buffalo’s Biggest Cookie
As the movie begins Bruce is covering a
lame-o “world’s largest cookie” assignment.
He finds out he has to wear a hair-net in the
bakery after he’s just fixed his hair. His
response? “God why do you hate me?”

Scene 2. This is My Luck
The unedited scene starts with Bruce and
Grace sleeping together.

Do you think a “living together” relationship was necessary for
the development of the film?
11
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Director Tom Shadyac, a Christian, defends this choice by
underlining that, while Grace longs for marriage, Bruce has yet to
grow up.
"I think when you get married you have to appreciate your life
and the partner you're with," Shadyac said at a press briefing.
"And Bruce wasn't mature enough yet. That's why the movie
ended up with the characters finally getting engaged."

(If you are using an unedited version of Bruce Almighty, you may
wish to omit scenes 3&4 due to crude content and language)
Scene 3. The Anti-Bruce Barrier
Evan Baxter and Bruce have an ongoing
competition for the anchor job at his news
station. Bruce feels like there’s an “anti-Bruce
barrier” keeping him from advancing. His boss
says, “Look Bruce, you’re a good reporter.
You make people laugh…” Again, Bruce is
not satisfied with that talent/gift.

Theologically speaking, “grace” is God’s undeserved love for
us that led Him to send Jesus into this world for us.
Do you think “Grace” sometimes wants a more intimate
relationship with us than we are prepared to give (Isaiah 26:10,
Jonah 2:8)?
How does Romans 6:1 fit in here?
Scene 2 cont.
In this scene, Bruce complains about a traffic
jam that is making him late for work, yet he’s
oblivious to the ambulance and accident that
caused the backup. A man is even taken away
on a stretcher right next to the car and Bruce
misses it completely.

Do you think Bruce would complain less if he were more aware
of the problems of others?
Why or why not?

Scene 4. Bruce’s Breakdown
Bruce finally gets to do a live feed from the
Maid of the Mist, but just before he goes on he
learns that Evan has been given the anchor job.
To make matters worse, Evan steals lines from
Bruce’s “world’s biggest cookie” spot. Bruce
has an absolute meltdown on air and screams at
the camera that the bedrock of his life is
ERODING!

Can you relate a time in your life when someone deliberately
“stabbed you in the back?”
Do you think Jesus’ advice for those times (Matthew 5:38-42) is
realistic?

The Homeless guy’s sign here reads: “R EWE BLIND”. How
fitting is that sign for Bruce? What do you think Jesus meant by
his words in John 9:39f? How do they fit here?

In what ways would it have been better for Bruce to turn the other
cheek in this instance?

13
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John 3:16 card
The question: “God, why do you hate me?”
Making More
might be asked in jest by some, but may be
Disciples
deadly serious to others. We can think of no
better response than to point to the “Gospel in a
15 minutes
nutshell”, John 3:16.
The “pass-it-on” card that you
will receive today is a simple
tool to remind yourself, your
neighbor, co-worker, family
member, friend, of the amazing
love of God that led Him to
send Jesus into our world.
As you pass on the John 3:16 card to others, you can read the
verse in a personal way with them. “For God so loved Joe that
He gave His only begotten Son, that if Joe believes in Him, Joe
will not perish but have eternal life.”
The logo of our church also
reflects the love of God in Christ.
Below are some thoughts for you
to share with others as you give
away the card:

Here we put legs on our faith. Talk about ways
your group can follow the “great commandment”
of Christ to love one another. Find practical ways
Sharing
of sharing Jesus’ love among the members of
Jesus’ Love
your group, your church, your community and
10 minutes
your world.
Turn to the “Identify-A-Friend” form located on page 52.
Spend some time filling the form with the names of people you
wish to target with the love of Jesus.
Beyond that form, try to name someone in your life (family
member, neighbor, co-worker, waitress/cashier) who just doesn’t
seem satisfied with their lot in life. List three things you will do
this week to affirm that person and help him/her to recognize the
gifts God has given him/her.

“The Bible says that: “God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life.”
That verse is the heart of the Bible and that’s also what our
church is about. On the picture you see my hand reaching out to
touch yours with the love of God. The cross is in the heart to
show that Jesus loved us so much He allowed Himself to be
nailed to the cross and die so that our sins could be paid for in full
and forgiven.”
Now break into pairs and share what John 3:16 means to you.
Practice using the card to share the love of Jesus with each other.
Keep several in your wallet or purse and pray for God to give you
an opportunity this week to hand them out.

Take turns sharing requests for prayer. Make
the commitment to keep these prayers
confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.
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1. ___________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________

Ses sion 1 - Go d, Why Do Yo u H ate Me ?

Ses sion 2 – Why Don ’t Yo u Answ e r?!

Prayer
God Almighty, the scenes I’ve watched tonight and the
Scriptures I’ve walked through have shined a light on my
incredible ego. Help me through this study to truly come to the
place where I can say about life: “It’s not about me.” Help me to
wrench my mind, my energy and my love away from self, and
toward You and others. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.

“Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will
hear.” (Is 65:24 NIV)

Warm Up
10 minutes

Making Better
Disciples

If you were going to write a saying about God
to hold up as people drove by, what would it
say? Why?
How helpful do you think that approach might
be in this part of the country? Other areas?
Watch Scene 5 of the movie Bruce Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.
(Scene five ends with Bruce ranting against God
and shouting, “The only one around here not
doing His job is You!”)

50 Minutes

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 5. Fired
After Bruce gets fired, he tries to help the
homeless guy and gets beaten up for his
trouble. When he looks up, the Homeless guy
is holding the sign saying: “God is Just.”
In what ways is that sign very appropriate at that moment? Not?
God is no stranger to complaints. Read Job 30:20-28. In what
ways are Job’s complaints and Bruce’s similar? Different?
17
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What do we miss when we blame God or others for problems
we’ve brought upon ourselves?

Scene 5 cont.
This scene is loaded with messages. With
his world falling apart, Bruce takes a midnight
ride and starts asking God for a sign. He gets
plenty of “signs” but remains oblivious.
Losing control of his car, he spins off the
road and rams into a lamppost. Jumping out
of his crashed car, Bruce begins to rage at
God. “…the gloves are off, pal… Smite me,
O mighty Smiter! You’re the one who should
be fired. The only one around here not doing
His job is You!”

Scene 5 cont.
When Bruce comes home, he complains to
Grace that it’s all God’s fault: “God is a mean
kid sitting on an anthill with a magnifying
glass. And I’m the ant. He could fix my life in
five minutes if he wanted to, but he’d rather
burn off my feelers and watch me squirm.”

Have you ever uttered or thought words to this effect? Have you
come to see things differently? Why/why not?
Does Bruce have any basis for his complaints?
What is “broken” in Bruce’s life?
Why do people often blame God for their problems?
Scene 5 cont.
In Bruce’s discussion with Grace, he says
“I’m not o.k. with a mediocre life.” Grace
responds, “Is that what you think we have?”
Bruce says: “Don’t make this about you!”

Why doesn’t Bruce want Grace to make it about her? What
would change if he did make it about her?
Let Colossians 3:8-15 fall onto Bruce at this point. Is the Bible
relevant to the inner struggles of our day or what!?

19

Why do you think most people pray? What do you pray for most
often? What do you expect to happen when you pray?
How could God answer this kind of raging against Him (Isaiah
45:5-9; Job 38:3)?
How are Bruce’s complaints similar to the Psalmists (Psalm 22:12; Psalm 43)? How are they different?
Do you think God wants to hear our complaints to him? How
should we pray when we are discontented or angry?
How obvious do you think God’s signs are in real life? Why do
we often miss the signs?
How can we recognize God’s signs yet avoid thinking something
is from God when it’s not?
What is God’s job? How might His definition be different from
somebody like Bruce (Deuteronomy 32:4)?
20
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Recent surveys indicate that some 80% of
Americans pray regularly. They may not attend
Making More
church, but they acknowledge God and desire
Disciples
some kind of relationship with Him. And the
Bible says that God wants to answer. “Before
10 minutes
they call I will answer; while they are still
speaking I will hear.” Isaiah 65:9
Prayer seems to be a common link that exists between the
churched and the unchurched and may provide us with
opportunities to draw people to Jesus.
Pair up and ask each other: “What have you been praying for
lately?” Take the time to listen to each other’s responses and
volunteer to pray for each other’s need. This may be a powerful
way to make a godly connection with your unchurched family
member, friend, neighbor, coworker. Simply ask, as you have
opportunity, “Is there something I can be praying for in your life.”
Take the time to really listen to their needs and offer to pray out
loud on the spot, or afterwards on a regular basis. Follow through
with your prayers and keep in touch with that person, adjusting
your prayers accordingly.

Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.
Prayer
Lord, we come to you in honesty and humility, admitting that
we too have at times been angry with You. We’ve wanted to rant
and rage and shout “Answer me!” Forgive us, Lord. Help us to
understand that You are always working for our good and You
will certainly answer all our prayers in Your way and time. For
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Here we put legs on our faith. Talk about ways
your group can follow the “great commandment”
of Christ to love one another. Brainstorm
Sharing
practical ways of sharing Jesus’ love among the
Jesus’ Love
members of your group, your church, your
10 minutes
community and your world. Try to come up with
at least one or two concrete things that you will
commit to doing in your time together.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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“Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and
they obey him.” (Luke 8:25)

“Sorry, don’t know you. Wouldn’t call you if I did.” How right
is Bruce at this point? In what ways does he “not know God”
even though he has just called on Him again?

Warm Up

If you had God Himself appear to you, how do
you think you would you react? How would you
try to determine that it was really God?

Have you ever had an encounter where you
felt God was speaking to You? What was it
like?
The Bible says: “…do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God…” (1 John 4:1) How can we
use the Word of God in the Bible to make sure other experiences
we may have with God are legit?
10 minutes

Watch Scenes 6 & 7 of the movie Bruce
Almighty. Jot your impressions below as you
watch.
Making Better
(Scene seven ends with Bruce leaving the
Disciples
“Omni-Presents” building preferring to believe
he is going crazy rather than believe that he just
50 Minutes
met God.)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 6. Paging Mr. Nolan
After Bruce’s rant and his shout of “Answer
me!” With precise timing, Bruce's beeper goes
off. He pulls it out, and sees the numbers: 5550123. (In the next scene we discover that God is
paging him.) Deadpan, he says, "Sorry, don't
know you. Wouldn't call you if I did."
23

As Bruce gets up the morning after his accident, he sees a note
on the mirror: “I love you. We need to talk – Grace.” How is
that note so much like the Grace of God (Hebrews 4:16)?
Should stepping in a pot-hole full of water rise to the level of
blaming God (Luke 23:41)?
Scene 6 cont.
When Bruce first meets God, it’s in a
building called “Omni Presents.” The letters
are a not-so-subtle reminder that God has been
present in Bruce’s life all along. (The spelling
also connects us to the homeless guy’s
homemade signs.)

In what ways has Bruce acted as though he believes in the
omnipresence of God? In what ways does he show that he really
doesn’t?
How would your life change if you were more aware of God’s
omnipresence?
Are there some places where God is more present than other
places (Psalm 139:7-10)?
In Mathew 18:20, Jesus promised to be wherever 2 or 3 gather in
His name. What does that mean for us right now? Is Jesus ever
present where people do not gather in His name? What is the
difference?
24
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Scene 6 cont.

God puts His arm around Bruce as they talk and Bruce is
obviously uncomfortable with God being that close. In the Bible,
what is the typical response of people who encounter God or an
angel (Luke 1:12; Matthew 17:6; Luke 24:5)? Why should that
be?

When the janitor asks Bruce to help him
with the floor he sarcastically answers: “I’m
free on the seventh at seven.” The janitor
(God) continues to mop, but locks the date in
his mind, saying, “The seventh at seven it is.”
Later, after Bruce’s experience playing God
falls apart, he comes running into the OmniPresents building to seek God out and finds out
it is the 7th at 7 p.m.

How much is God in control of any given situation (Ephesians
1:11-12, Romans 8:28; Jeremiah 29: 11-14)?

Do you think that if every unbeliever had a chance to encounter
God or see His miraculous power, he would become a believer (1
Kings 18 & 19:1-2)?
As God lists the things he knows about Bruce, Bruce responds:
“Are you spying on me?” Is He? Or would you describe it
differently?

When God/the janitor asks Bruce if His light is working, Bruce
says “Yep, kinda bright though.” God responds: “It is for most
people.” Why is that (2 Corinthians 4:4)? Can you think of some
modern examples?

A disciple is someone who learns. In
Christian terms, a disciple is someone who
Making More
learns about Jesus.
People in emerging
Disciples
generations today are passionate about searching
out answers for themselves, instead of being told
10 minutes
what they must believe from someone else.
Asking questions about God can give us the opportunity to get
that search started in the lives of our unchurched family members,
friends, neighbors, coworkers.
In one of the scenes we watched tonight, Bruce asks God,
“Who are You?” At one point in the Bible, Jesus’ disciples asked
the same question about Him. “In fear and amazement they
asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds
and the water, and they obey him.” (Luke 8:25)
Pair up with someone different than the last session and ask
each other the question: “Who do you think Jesus is?” and “Who
is God?” Try to get deeper than the rote answers and listen to
each other without interrupting. Asking these types of questions
with your unchurched family member, friend, neighbor,
coworker, AND being willing to listen without jumping in, can be
extremely helpful in the journey he/she needs to take to meet
Jesus and become His disciple.
It may also earn you the right to speak of Who you know Jesus
to be: Savior, Friend, Son of God, Lord of your life…

25
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In what way(s) has God chosen to limit his omnipotence
(Matthew 23:37; Psalm 34:14)?
Scene 7. The Man in Room 7
God as Janitor/Company president has
difficulty convincing Bruce that He is “The
One,” even after some pretty incredible special
effects. He offers Bruce the chance of a lifetime
and says: “When you leave this building you
will be endowed with all my powers.”
Bruce prefers to believe that he is going crazy
or has some kind of medical problem rather
than believe that he just met God.

Ses sion 3 – W ho A re Yo u?

Ses sion 4 – C an I Ask Why ?

Here we put legs on our faith. Talk about ways
your group can follow the “great commandment”
of Christ to love one another. Brainstorm
Sharing
practical ways of sharing Jesus’ love among the
Jesus’ Love
members of your group, your church, your
10 minutes
community and your world. Try to come up with
at least one or two concrete things that you will
commit to doing in your time together.
____________________________________________________

“Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even
as I am fully known.” (1 Corinthians 13:12)

____________________________________________________

Watch Scenes 8-12 of the movie Bruce
Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.
Making Better
(Scene 12 ends with Bruce taking Grace to a
Disciples
fancy restaurant and getting down on one knee
only to tell Grace that He had finally been given
50 Minutes
the anchor job at work.)
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, you asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I
am?” Peter was bold to answer, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the Living God.” Tonight we admit that we still have questions,
but we too confess with Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.” Be with us Lord Jesus as we continue our life-long
search for the truth. We believe, help us to overcome our
unbelief. Amen.

27

If you had one question you could ask God
directly, what would it be and why?
Warm Up
10 minutes

How, if at all, would your view of God change if
you had all your questions about Him answered?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 8. Bruce Almighty
Bruce begins to realize that he really does
have the powers of God. In the middle of his
cheesy parting of the Red Soup, God appears
and explains more about Bruce’s powers.
He lays out two conditions: “You can’t tell
anybody you’re God, and you can’t mess with
free will.” He announces that he is taking a
vacation and says, “I’m covered, you can clear
everything up in five minutes if you want to –
Right?”

28
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Why does God tell Bruce he can’t mess with free will?
Could you really bring about world peace and an end to poverty
and suffering without messing with free will? How?

Be honest, if you had your first taste of God’s powers, would
your first use of them be for yourself or others? Would you keep
your “day job”?

If God went around telling/showing everyone He is God, would
that be messing with free will?
(If you have an unedited version of Bruce Almighty, you may wish
to omit scene 9 due to sexual content)
Scene 9. A Night to Remember
Bruce uses his new-found powers to seduce
Grace. He pulls the moon closer to the earth
and adds stars just for his romantic evening
(later finding out the damage these actions
cause around the earth). Bruce gives himself a
fancy new car and controls the traffic. He also
begins to be nagged by the flip side of being
God as the buzz of people’s prayers starts to
fill his ears.

Scene 10. Mr. Exclusive
Bruce continues to use his powers only for
himself, planting evidence so he can get an
exclusive that will get him his job back, going
on to make a meteor land at the chili cook-off
he was covering, etc., building a reputation as
“Mr. Exclusive” on his way to getting that
coveted anchor job.

Leave the “powers of God” out of it. How are Bruce’s actions
any different than they were before?
What does 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 say about the orientation of our
lives? Consider the following verses regarding which life is best:
John 10:10; 12:25.
(If you have an unedited version of Bruce Almighty, you may
wish to omit scene 11 – an embarrassing and crude descent into
Bruce’s giant ego)
Scene 11. Bruce’s Revenge
A childish use of omnipotence in which Bruce
has his rival read fake and embarrassing copy
and make an idiot of himself on the evening
news just so that Bruce can get the anchor job
himself.

O.k., let’s play with this idea. What would be the first thing you
would do if you had God’s powers for a day?

Scene 12. We Got Anchor
Bruce takes Grace out to a fancy restaurant
after sending her to a spa for the day and gets
down on one knee only to tell Grace that he had
finally been given the anchor job.
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Why do people make the decision to live together without the
benefit of marriage? Do you think the reasons are different for
men than they are for women? Does this scene give you any
clues to why that is always a bad idea (2 Timothy 2:22)?

Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.

Making More
Disciples
10 minutes

One of the most difficult obstacles for people
becoming disciples of Jesus is the question of
suffering in the world. As we reach out to others
with the love of Jesus, we will at some point
need to be able to respond to this objection.

Pair up and ask each other, “Could God bring an end to all
suffering without affecting free will?” Give each other time to
discuss and picture yourself having the same discussion with your
unchurched family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker.
The choice of God to give free-will to the human beings he
created, shows the incredible love of God. He wasn’t willing to
force His love on His people, nor force them to love Him. But
with free-will comes bad choices that create suffering for yourself
and for other people. God cannot stop that kind of suffering
without bringing an end to free-will.
Other resources for “Christian Apologetics” (answers to
questions) are available in the church office, including Lee
Strobel’s books “The Case for Christ,” and “The Case for Faith.”

Prayer
Our Loving Heavenly Father, Your decision to create us and give
us the freedom to love You or reject You is just amazing grace.
We thank You Lord, and we pray that the Holy Spirit would
move us to respond to Your love and lead us to stop living for
ourselves and start living for You and others. For Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

Continue to discuss ways your group can
follow the “great commandment” of Christ to
love one another. Brainstorm practical ways of
Sharing
sharing Jesus’ love among the members of your
Jesus’ Love
group, your church, your community and your
10 minutes
world. Try to come up with at least one or two
concrete things that you will commit to doing in
your time together.
____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
31

32

Ses sion 5 – Go d As ks Us:
“How M any P eop le Hav e Y ou He lp ed ?”

“If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need
but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear
children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions
and in truth.” (1 John 3:17-18)

Warm Up
10 minutes

Making Better
Disciples

Describe a time when God seemed to say
“No” to your prayers. What was the hardest part
about that experience? What did you learn?
Describe a time when God said “Yes.” What
was the coolest part about that?
Watch Scene 13 of the movie Bruce Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.
(Scene 13 ends with Bruce programming his
Yahweh program to answer “yes” to all
prayers).

50 Minutes

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 13. A Bunch of Whiners
People’s prayers are building up on Bruce
and cause him to make a scene in the
restaurant with Grace. He bursts outside to get
his head straight and God transports him to Mt.
Everest for a little chat. He says: “You’ve had
my powers for a little over a week now. How
many people have you helped?” Bruce is
brought to the realization that being God
comes with responsibilities as well as powers.
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God very calmly and innocently confronts Bruce: “You’ve had
my powers for a little over a week now. How many people have
you helped?” Answer that question from what you’ve seen in the
movie.
How comfortable would you feel if God were to ask you that
question?
Bruce stammers out his answer: “I took care of a few things. I
righted a few wrongs in my own life first.” Did he really “right
any wrongs”?
To borrow a line from another movie (Spiderman), “With great
power comes great responsibility.” How is that true in your own
life in the areas in which you have power/authority?
Bruce organizes the prayers into emails and can’t believe how
many he’s getting. He bursts out: “What a bunch of whiners.”
How does that square with his own prayers to God earlier in the
movie?
Just for kicks, put yourself in Bruce’s shoes and try to think up
other ways besides filing cabinets, sticky notes and a computer to
try to organize that many prayers.
In desperation, Bruce decides to answer “Yes” to everybody’s
prayers. Why is that a dumb idea? Why isn’t it even possible?
What is the problem with many of our prayers (James 4:3)?
Why is Jesus’ prayer in Mark 14:35-36 such a superior prayer
(Romans 8:26)?
Why will giving people everything they ask for in prayer not
make them happy?
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Do Vs. Done
One of the great aspects of this movie is that it
Making More
takes Bruce on a journey from self-centeredness
Disciples
to living for and helping other people. That’s a
journey that all of us want to take as we live out
10 minutes
our faith in Jesus.
At the same time, “living a good life” is not the pathway to
God. One way to describe the Christian faith to your unchurched
family member, friend, neighbor, coworker is with the words
“Do” and “Done.” Every religion in the world outside the
Christian faith says “Do”. That’s the philosophy of Judaism,
Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism, Islam,… you name it, they all say
“Do”. “You must follow the Ten Commandments.” “You must
live up to the nine-fold path of virtue.” “You must memorize the
Koran.” “You must pray five times a day facing Mecca.” And if
you’re good enough at doing all of that, then you’ll earn a place
with God. The problem is that no matter how good you try to be,
you’ll always fall short of the perfect standard God requires.
Sometimes people say things
like, “Where are you on the ladder
with God?” But there are way too
many steps on that ladder for us to
ever climb our way to God. The
Bible simply says that “all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” A better analogy would be
an elevator, because salvation is
God’s work, and the word for
Christians is “Done”!
The Bible says we are “justified
freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ
Jesus.”

Everything necessary for our salvation has already been done
for us by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. In the picture
on the previous page, you can even see the wind sort of
compelling the guy to come in and be saved, as the Holy Spirit is
also always at work through the Word, urging us to be reconciled
to God and receive salvation.
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Pair up and practice explaining the difference between the
religions using the Do and Done illustration with the ladder and
the elevator.
Continue to discuss ways your group can
follow the “great commandment” of Christ to
love one another. Brainstorm practical ways of
Sharing
sharing Jesus’ love among the members of your
Jesus’ Love
group, your church, your community and your
10 minutes
world. Consider scheduling one of your sessions
or plan another time to get together to follow through on what
you’ve been planning.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.

Ses sion 5 – “H ow M any Pe op le H av e Y ou He lp ed ?”

Prayer
Our Father in Heaven, tonight we thank You again for this great
privilege of talking to You and knowing that You hear our
prayers, that You really care about what is going on with us.
Keep us from taking this gift for granted, and move and motivate
us to ask for only those things which You want in our lives. For
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Ses sion 6 – How D o Y ou M ake So meo ne Lov e Yo u Wi tho ut
Affecti ng Fr e e Will?

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing.” (Matthew 23:37)
Have you ever tried to be loving to someone
who rejected that love? How did that feel?
Warm Up
10 minutes

Making Better
Disciples

What did you learn from the experience? Can
you hear God say, “Welcome to My world”?
Watch Scene 14 of the movie Bruce Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.
(Scene 14 ends with Bruce trying to use his
powers to get Grace to love him, but finally
realizing he cannot mess with free will.)

45 Minutes

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 14. Falling From Grace
At Bruce’s “anchor party”, outwardly he is
the life of the party, but inwardly he is not
satisfied because Grace isn’t there. As he is
being seduced by his co-worker Grace walks
in on the scene. It’s the last straw for her and
she breaks off the relationship and moves out.
Bruce tries to use his powers to make her
forgive him before realizing that nothing he
can do will force Grace back into his life.
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Affecti ng Fr e e Will?

Affecti ng Fr e e Will?

How did you feel watching Grace arriving at the party?
Why do you think Bruce allows the anchorwoman to kiss him if
he really does love Grace? Would he have let her kiss him if he
had not been made all powerful? Would she have wanted to?
Does an “all powerful” man have any legitimate excuses when it
comes to an “indiscretion” of this sort? Implications here for
politicians, bosses?
Do you think the way Grace reacts to Bruce’s “indiscretion” is
fair and just?
How does Bruce’s frustration with Grace echo how God must so
often feel about his children (Matthew 23:37)?
Does Grace ever leave us? When might this happen (Luke 3:9;
Mark 3:29)?
Bruce tells Grace “None of this seems right without you?” Why
doesn’t it seem right? What is wrong about life without Grace?
How did Bruce “receive God’s Grace in vain” (2 Corinthians
6:1)?
In his frustration, Bruce forgets that he can’t mess with free-will
and tries to force Grace to love Him. How is that the exact
opposite of what Grace is about (Romans 11:5-6)?
Can you see innately here how wrong it would be for God to
force His will – even His love – on human beings?
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The Cross
If God is just, then He cannot ignore evilMaking More
doing, or sin. He can’t let the guilty off the hook
Disciples
and we wouldn’t want Him to. The bad news is
that your sin, your wrongdoing in thought, word
15 minutes
and deed makes you one of the guilty ones.
God’s justice should be coming down on you.
But God so loved the world
that He could not bear to bring the
full punishment for our sins upon
us, so He punished them instead
in His own Son, Jesus Christ.
The justice and mercy of God can
be seen in the symbol of the cross.
The justice of God comes
straight down against us. But the
mercy of God intersects in the
coming of Christ. People are
always asking for justice. I don’t
want justice from God. I want His
mercy. And He has provided just
that in Christ.
Jesus said, “I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men to myself.” And the bible tells us “He said this to show the
kind of death He was going to die.” (John 12:32-33) He went to
the cross to “draw people” to Him with love rather than demand
their love.
Pair up and ask each other, what do you think of the fact that
Jesus is willing to “draw all men to Him” instead of “force people
to Him.” Would you have done it differently? How?
Take turns drawing and speaking through the illustration of
God’s justice and mercy using the lines of the cross. Pray that
God will give you the opportunity to share that simple Gospel
presentation with your unchurched family member, friend,
neighbor, coworker.
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Affecti ng Fr e e Will?

Continue to discuss ways your group can
follow the “great commandment” of Christ to
love one another. Brainstorm practical ways of
Sharing
sharing Jesus’ love among the members of your
Jesus’ Love
group, your church, your community and your
10 minutes
world. Consider scheduling one of your sessions
or plan another time to get together to follow through on what
you’ve been planning.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Ses sion 7 – Ar e Y o u Th er e?

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20)

Warm Up
10 minutes

Making Better
Disciples

____________________________________________________

Describe a time recently when you went out of
your way to help someone. How did it make
you feel?
Was your help well received? Does it matter?
Watch Scenes 15-17 of the movie Bruce
Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.
(Scene 17 ends with Grace praying that she can
stop loving Bruce and stop hurting.)

45 Minutes

____________________________________________________
Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.
Prayer
Almighty God, when You created the heavens and the earth and
man, You made an incredible choice to love us and allow us to
love You freely. Thank You. We do love You, Lord. Help us to
love others to You. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 15. Out of Control
When riots break out in the streets of Buffalo
Bruce realizes he’s blown it. He calls on God
for help. In the ensuing discussion God
unloads these gems: “No matter how filthy
something gets, you can always clean it up.”
“Since when does anyone have a clue as to
what they want.” “People want me to do
everything for them, but what they don’t
realize is, they have the power.” “You want to
see a miracle son, be the miracle.”
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The homeless guy is holding the sign: “Thy Kingdumb Come”
during the riots. How is that perfectly descriptive of the Kingdom
Bruce has carved out as God?

Scene 17. Grace’s Prayer
Bruce realizes that with God’s powers, he
can listen in on Grace’s prayers. He is cut to
the heart at the depth of her despair and hurt
over their relationship. She is praying that she
can stop loving Bruce and stop hurting.

What do you think of the imagery of God mopping the floor? Do
you think the director was trying to tell us something by showing
Bruce and God mopping the floor together here?
Do we “have the power” (Romans 7:18)?
Where does the power come from (Romans 8:8-9; Galatians 5:16,
22-25)?
In what way can we be miracles?
What is missing in this talk?
Scene 16. Being the Miracle
Yay!! Finally Bruce slows down and starts
thinking about somebody besides himself. He
puts Grace’s photo album together, helps a guy
push his stalled car off the road, stops saying
yes to all the prayers, apologizes to Evan at the
news station and gives him back the anchor
position, while embracing the position at the
station that is more in fitting with his gifts.
It’s a start, but he’s not there yet.

Dissect the homeless guy’s sign: “All for Won.”
What do you notice for the first time in the movie about Bruce’s
attitude/demeanor at this point? What do you think brought him
to that point?
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Have you ever prayed for God to take away your emotional hurts?
Do you think that if God immediately said “yes” to those prayers,
it would be in our best interest?
Is there someone close to you whose prayers you would like to
overhear? Why not ask him/her what they’re praying for?
The Bridge
Pair up and practice drawing and speaking
Making More
through this long-time witnessing tool. It’s not a
Disciples
magic formula and won’t answer all of the
questions your unchurched friend has about Jesus
15 minutes
and the Church.
Nevertheless, when the time is right, it can be helpful to sketch it
out on a napkin or piece of scrap paper as part of an ongoing
attempt to introduce your unchurched family member, friend,
neighbor, coworker, to Jesus.
(Adapted from The Bridge © 1981 by the Navigators. Used by permission.)
There is in the heart of every person, a
yearning to be at one with God. The
Bible tells us why we aren’t. The book
of Genesis tells us that God made
everything in the universe, and He made
it perfectly. As the pinnacle of His
creation, He made a man and a woman,
and He gave them the choice to love Him freely or to reject Him. And man
blew their chance at a perfect world. They ate the forbidden fruit and broke
that oneness with God.
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Most people naturally feel that
separation, so we try to do things to
get back to God. You can see it in all
the
major religions outside of
Christianity:
“Follow
the
10
commandments, pray five times a day
facing Mecca, give to charity.” They
are all attempts to earn a place with God. But the Bible is brutally honest with
us. It says “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” (Romans
3:23). All our attempts to get to God ourselves fall short.
And the reality is, that if God is just,
he can’t just ignore sin. We all detest
a judge who lets the guilty off the
hook. We want a judge who will see
justice done. Unfortunately for you,
that means that God must also judge
you. And the Bible simply says that
“the wages of sin is death.” (Romans
6:23). That’s a physical and eternal separation from God.
That’s where the love of God
becomes so incredible. “For God so
loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him will not perish, but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16) In His great
love, God let His justice fall on Jesus
and punished sin in Him on the cross,
so He could forgive you. The work of getting to God is DONE. And the way
is through Jesus.
All that remains is to embrace what
Jesus did for you and trust in Him as
your Lord. The Bible says “If you
confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is
Lord,’ and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
Does this make sense to you?
Where do you think you are on this page?
Do you think you’re ready to be at one with God?
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Continue to discuss ways your group can
follow the “great commandment” of Christ to
love one another. Brainstorm practical ways of
Sharing
sharing Jesus’ love among the members of your
Jesus’ Love
group, your church, your community and your
10 minutes
world. Consider scheduling one of your sessions
or plan another time to get together to follow through on what
you’ve been planning.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.
Prayer
Dear God, all of us have had moments when we have run to you
in panic and shouted out in our minds, “Are you there?!” We
thank you tonight that we know you are. We thank you Jesus, for
your promise to be with us always to the very end of the age, so
we thank you also for your presence with us now. Bless us our
Lord and Savior, and grant us courage to speak and live in such a
way that people might look through us and see You. Amen.
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“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he
may lift you up in due time.”(1Pet 5:6 NIV)

Why does Bruce finally decide to “surrender to God’s will?” At
what stage in the events of the movie would you have reached this
point?

Warm Up
10 minutes

Making Better
Disciples

Are there any “near death” experiences in the
group – or with someone close to you? How did
it make you view life differently?
How sincere do you think the majority of your
prayers have been lately? How could you
increase that sincerity?
Watch Scenes 18-19 of the movie Bruce
Almighty.
Jot your impressions below as you watch.

45 Minutes

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Scene 18. The Divine Spark
Bruce finally gives up. He kneels down in
the middle of the road and prays: “You win.
I’m done. Please, I don’t want to do this
anymore. I don’t want to be God. I want You
to decide what’s right for me. I surrender to
your will!” Ironically, he gets hit by a semi and
appears in heaven where God delivers the
classic line: “You can’t kneel down in the
middle of the highway and live to talk about it
son.” God talks with him about sincere praying
and reminds him of his gift of making people
laugh. He refers to it as a “divine spark.”
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Turn back to the description of this scene on p. 47. Circle the
personal pronouns in Bruce’s prayer. What does Bruce still have
to learn?
Why is “surrendering to God’s will” so necessary to bring peace
to your life (Matthew 16:26; Romans 10:1-4; 1 Peter 5:6)?
What is God’s will (John 6:39; Galatians 1:3-5)?
Identify someone in your life that fits the picture of Bruce as first
portrayed in the movie. Do you think there is any hope that
he/she can have this kind of turn-around? How can you be a part
of it (Luke 19:1-10)?
Reflect on Psalm 139:14-16 and Psalm 8:4-9 and talk about what
you think “the divine spark” means. Do you think that is a good
description? What are the dangers (if any) of talking about our
spiritual gifts that way?
Scene 19. The New Bruce
Bruce wakes up in the hospital where Grace
embraces him and comes back into his life.
Bruce goes on to embrace life lived outside of
himself, symbolically covering Buffalo’s first
annual “Be the Miracle” blood drive, and
submitting to giving blood himself, something
that the old Bruce absolutely refused to do. At
the very end, the homeless guy morphs into
God, with the implication that God has been
sending messages through him the whole time.
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Why is it not unusual for Grace to take Bruce back in this movie,
even though it seems a little too predictable (James 4:6; 1 Peter
5:5)?

What We Do
When we think about making disciples for
Making More
Jesus, it is typical to think about what we want to
Disciples
say to them about Jesus. And that is important.
“How can they believe in the One of whom they
15 minutes
have not heard?” (Romans 10:14)
This guide has mainly focused on that approach in this “making
disciples” section. At the same time, it has been said, “Your talk
talks and your walk talks, but your walk talks louder than your
talk talks.” (You might want to read that out loud a couple of
times to make sure it sticks.) And again, “They don’t care how
much you know until they know how much you care.”
Pair up and ask each other:
If the only way your unchurched friends could see Jesus came
through your actions and demeanor, how clear is the picture?

Are you happy she took him back? Indifferent? Frustrated?
The last scene is a little idealistic – o.k., a lot. Bruce is happy
and content so everybody seems happy and content. It’s a typical
“happy ending.” When you are truly living out your Christian
faith, in what ways does your life look like that? In what ways
does it look different?
Jesus said He came so that we might have life, and have more of
it! (John 10:10) Do you think as a Christian, you have a more
“abundant” life? If not, why not?
Wrap Up
What do you think of God’s sense of humor in the film? Does it
fit with your image of God? Do you think God would find this
film funny? Boring? Blasphemous? Creative?
What are some aspects of the Christian faith that are lacking in
the movie? Were there any parts that contradicted the Bible?

Where specifically, have you fallen short?
Individually, make a list of things you want to change or add in
your day to day living that will better reflect the love of Jesus to
those around you. Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to help
you better represent your Savior and Lord. Revisit this list
periodically to see how you’ve done.

What are your chief complaints/critiques?

____________________________________________________

All things considered, do you think this movie can be helpful in
bringing people to meet God?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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Id en tify-A -F ri en d Fo r m

Continue the discussion of our individual
actions reflecting the love of Jesus and transition
to the actions of your group. Finish your plan to
Sharing
do something practical with your group to share
Jesus’ Love
Jesus’ love among the members of your group,
10 minutes
your church, your community and your world.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Take turns in the main group sharing requests
for prayer. Make the commitment to keep these
prayers confidential within the group.
The host or another volunteer may open the
Prayer
prayer time with a brief prayer. Afterward
people can be invited to pray silently and/or
10 minutes
volunteer brief spoken prayers. After a time, the
same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to
draw the study to a close.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, you made the relationship between faith and
works pretty clear to us when you said in Your Word, “faith
without works is dead.” We thank you for the answers we’ve
received to many of our questions through this study and we pray
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that we may continue to grow
in our faith. But Lord, help us always to translate what we
believe about you into what we do for You and for others. For
Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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